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| Bffects on Popular Attitudes., Rather limited but quite. wniform a.nd con= ¥

2

,-vincinc; evidence indicates that the US etrikes against North Vietna.m hawe had
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! no signifzcantly harmful effecta on popular morale.*, In fact, the regime haa

; ;?'upparently been a.'ble to increase its control on the posulace and perhaps even "

r..’

: There ia no sign of dies:l.dence , despite the regime’s warninge to guard

'l‘here c.leurly ie enxie'w about poasible J.oaa

against Ha.no:l.. letters to relatives abroad, even with d'ue"a].lowances foxr

(I

a4
’exa. reration and concera about possible cenéorship ) e'vince a remarka‘ble umount

of coni’idence in the regime and its ability to triumph over the U8 "uurroauoro.
oln :H.s propaganda media and politicul organiza‘hiona » the purw pmmoteu thoue

sentimem.s 'by appeal:i.ng more a.na more Lo putriotism in a drive "to oppose the

nited S'ba.'bes va.nd‘ save the ne.‘hion. W‘hile deli'berately foatering tension, the ‘

&* As in our May 3 Intell:l.gence Note on this subject,; our sources continue to

- foreign residen'as, and the rep,':l.me'a domestic PrOPGBﬁn“ output.
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rated report\s of US losses and by congtunt emphaeis on the long-run

;'(! Ko

|
‘puperiority of mor le ta.otora over malerial consideratione.

Eeonomic BEfedbgs | The bulk of Liwv nbvbacks have been @

para.llel in the fivL soufbhern provinces of North Vietnam.

oubh of the 20+h
In' the 1960 North

"'?..Vio tnomese’ census t ese provinces conl-.ained about 25 percent of North Vietnmn'srﬁ'-,,}',

sopuluh.lon. They are highly rural, w-l +h only four citios and eight towne’ which

contain 3 to L porce:\xt of the popwlation (1960 Btutistic-s) v1nh'o populution
4 2000 wan 1h,000, followed vy Thanh Hog with 31,000, and by Ha Tinh end Dong

.‘ _'g '

1 "01 with less ‘bhan 1ox,ooo sach. .

bmtive function, with economic activities

,-\‘ 3 ‘\
1.« ‘ local farm and fishery produce. Pa
| raining and steging area. These five g

The urban cen’t.ers gerve primarily an adninie

limited to marketing and minor

rticularly in recent years -

processing of

"'the 'region has also served as a milltary t
ural development, ipclpdi,ng stat.e farms; ,,

;.provinf‘gp are Qlﬂ@ the eite of some ¥

and irrigation proJects , although this development 19 N

i moumain resettlement,

4

*not yet profitable or important enterprise.’
locale and’ ‘dature of the attacka precluda signi~

' The Direct Effects, The

. ficent direct econom'ié“ consequences. Ficonomic traffic to :—md from the ares is

ortant , the essentiul tronsport ne
pome disruption of fishing und

f-‘;minor and unimp eds bcing; primarily udminin-

or military. Lettel' intercepts sugues’

ampane and grouped peasants near mu.j

Such losees would be absorbed by .

" trative

i farming {rom attacks on fishing & or roo.dn P

© but production loaaes a.re proba‘bly small.

) "‘ A e
_the.local populat:l.on in :lncreased hardehips, with pro‘oably J.ittle political

) S.mpaot on the Nor’oh Vietna‘mese reg:hne s.l.nce u ‘could shiﬂ the reaponsi‘bmty
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Mobilization C sts‘.' It has been suggested by somo that the intcnse mobxli/ution

[

':g of North Viohmmoso\aooioty for dofense, involving major socinl changos, x'om'osontn
} a '"cost! infhotcd by (&10 nttacks. The ar;;umont citos tho diaruption caused by tho '

Sl cvacuat.ion of urban dcpondents. the oxcessive alr raid and militia organization nnd

‘ dill, tho oxpansion of military Mmobilivation, and tho roforming of onterpﬂao

1 orgnnizaﬁons along mﬂitary lines, Tho argumont, however, miatakes the rogimo'c

it
f use of patriotism as a lever of social control for a "cost.,!" It seems clear that ns« ~
i

i ‘,5, a result of theso achons the North Viemameeo population hé.s become conaiderably
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. moro reg‘xmented mobile. and responsive to the regime's demands, resulting in

b i

cconomic gains outwoighlng the economic Meosts. "

Sinco 1963, when the regime drew down its rice stocks by 100. 000 tons in

L

n-gssontial units has af lﬂgt goguered. Acser«linr to somo repertﬁ == prehabl:y

;exaggorated -= it has reduoed Hanoi's population by as much as one-third. Apart

persons willing to go had early been transforred, amd the local governments

wore faced with drafﬁng the’ conservative, h.u'd-core "resisters. W INow9 however.
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o AT )thould bt.‘ .I.:Ltbl.e diffioult,/ 'in mee Ling quotun Lot some . t:l.mc

ALeo nincn L")63 the e,ow'rnmc.nt. hats been trylng to meet the food problem b.v
oc) for rice :t__n o

A.

0 goromoting the substitution o secondary foods (corn, yams, mani

% thae 1ubions The effort anoom\tered coniiderable grumbling end oompln:lnta-

W nunbar . oi' reports indicate that af'ter M'.e uir attacks began the regime was uble
h scems to

‘ ;f 10 reduce sharply the ::ha.re of rice in t.he rotion, a development whic
,, "."’f i
hu.vc. been m_cepbc.d without complaint i criticlism and\ was possibly even welcomed 3

'by some &85 & contri'butory sacrifice in support of the war effort. The food

L)

_pro'blem, in consequgnce , appears to be y-e;&.l 'on the way to at least & temporary .

+* solution.
Military Costs and Problems. The retionale and design of the air attacks

/ fhas been to interfere with the military support givén to tﬁg Viet Cong in Soutr 'f

?“‘Vic l.rum through destroying military and transport facilitien. south of the 20t

pu.x'u\.lel. While few eaxpect ttmt the oifort will sharply . reduce this support 16, :: .

obviously makes the support more difficult and costly. {No 'solid :I.nformation -id .'

. availuble since interrogatlon reports ae lacking on prisoners infiltrated after

' the bombings begen.) Yet a few calculations suggest that: “these’ costs w:LJ.l 'be

f minimel. The North Vietnamese response will be to curtail non-essen‘bial

activities (such as training in the area), to disperse storage facilities y land -

to move supplies’ 'by more diffuse and’ primitive means . Current military traffic " ;

requirements of, the area are estimated to be in the order of 100 tons daily,

1 which could hardly presen‘b any major problems or costso While some -Specialized‘.’ '

led to the area to rept.e.ix' dumnaes P

consbruction un:H-.s appear ©o have been detal
e,nvisage sny substanbia]. dre.in on thé : total skilled manpower S

_;it is difﬁcult to
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Communipt forces :Ln Laos are nou? nép«mden‘b'on outside cuppliec thon are

i
. the Viet Cong, and the- attacks on treasportation may be creating quite serious

problems for them during ‘the current rainy season. Moreover, the daily missioni

over couthern North Vietnan have certainly made & ra.pid ) convent:lonsl invasion

L of the South more easily deteo'bi'ble and more Gifficult to omontc, even thouch

the PAVN ic not a highly mechanized, roundbound force. ,

! Our ovwn statistica on destruction of barracks and supply depots (Table 1)

" make it plnin that the attacks have made only slight \inroa.da on total capacity- :»: . 3
Ot o

Actual deatruc‘b:lon of personnel and supplies ‘has presumably been even more

" minor, since the f:lrst attacks gave wa.rmi.ng of owr intentions. We have done’

" proportionately much more damage to ummunition dumps, POL atorage . and power
' plam,s , but even here the effect on horuh \ietnamese military operations has

: : certamly been ma.rginal, at best. NMoreuver, it must be enticipated that new

production and imports of munitions und POL will, insofar &as possible » 80 :l.nto “",

- dispersed and concealed small'insta.l.'lations.

s-aircraft ammunition, ' 7

Logistic difficulties, specificully shortages of ant

a'nd ‘organizationsl problems have besw - .e._f'erred to in-domestic propaganda,.
" purticularly in the military press. An April 17 orticle by the hetid of* the

. General Political Department, Song Huo, indicated some concern ‘hhn.t the miliw.ry

machine had become someWha.t ossified and burdened with ‘bureaucracy during "peace- -':

time,"' making it \more diffieult to meet the current "combat" taskse The armed

7 forces, he declafed, must undergo "a migh'by and rapid change. Hao gave 1o .
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;:: S0 Nadl ‘F( of NC
ks " - Sortles ' Copacity (NG) __Hit

”:hha,ooo men : H'lhoé%
103,586 mt. tons - 53 1%

192 000 mt. tons J.s.n.%

23 unusable :
1 some capacity
. 1 undetermined.

‘2 inoperable
- 2 partly

. 1noperable

Emunications -

stallations 2 destroyed - ' ;

-lur Sites“ :i6 destroyed or‘.1a;;.2
, dnactive R
pal anes ’ ' :

Ports 2 50% destroyed ..

1.5% pier damage,
2 ahips sank
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